THE COUP D'ETAT OF 1898

of China, the tide of reform had reached Peking.
Emperor Kwang Su, under some mysterious in-
fluence, to the astonishment of the world, stood
forth as the exponent of this reform movement.
I determined to remain in the city to watch its
progress. My headquarters became the rendez-
vous of the leading reformers of 1898. It was in
the fall of that memorable year that the coup
d'etat took place, in which the young Emperor
Kwang Su was deposed by the Dowager
|                     Empress, and some of the leading reformers

1                     arrested and summarily decapitated.

i.

j                         Being implicated by harboring the reformers,

|                     and in deep sympathy with them, I had to flee

1                     for my own life and succeeded in escaping from

1                      Peking.   I took up quarters in the foreign set-

f                     tlement of Shanghai.   While there, I organized

;                      the   "Deliberative  Association  of   China/5   of

j                      which I was chosen the first president.    The

object of the association was to discuss the lead-
ing question of the day, especially those of re-
form.

In 1899, I was advised for my own personal
safety, to change my residence. I went to Hong
Kong and placed myself under the protection of
the British government.

I was in Hong Kong from 1900 till 1902,          ttfities if i                                  /
